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Really Great Reading’s Recommended Assessment Timeline

Kindergarten 1st Grade 2nd Grade 3rd–12th Grade

Fall  
Benchmark

FSSK Form BOYKa
FSS1 Form BOY1a 

*Optional SWS:  
Pre-Primer & Primer

BDS BOY (Form A)  
&  

Grade Level ORF Measure

*Optional SWS: 2nd Grade

BDS & ADS BOY (Form A)  
&  

Grade Level ORF Measure

*Optional SWS: 3rd Grade

Mid-Fall  
Progress Monitor

FSSK Form BOYKb 

*Optional for students who 
were strong on the BOYKa

FSS1 Form BOY1b 

*Optional for students who 
were strong on the BOY1a

BDS Form B  
&  

ORF Progress Monitoring  
at Instructional Level

BDS & ADS Form B  
&  

ORF Progress Monitoring  
at Instructional Level

Winter  
Benchmark

FSSK Form MOYKa 

FSS1 Form MOY1a  
&  

Grade Level ORF Measure 

*Optional = SWS: 1st Grade

BDS & ADS MOY  
&  

Grade Level ORF Measure

*Optional SWS: 2nd Grade

BDS & ADS MOY  
&  

Grade Level ORF Measure

*Optional SWS: 3rd Grade 

Mid-Winter 
Progress Monitor

FSSK Form MOYKb 

*Optional for students who 
were strong on the MOYKa

FSS1 Form MOY1b  
&  

ORF Progress Monitoring  
at Instructional Level

*Optional for students who 
were strong on the MOY1a

BDS & ADS Form C  
&  

ORF Progress Monitoring  
at Instructional Level

BDS & ADS Form C  
&  

ORF Progress Monitoring  
at Instructional Level

Spring  
Benchmark

FSSK Form EOYKa

FSS1 Form EOY1a  
&  

Grade Level ORF Measure

*Optional = SWS: 1st Grade

BDS & ADS EOY  
&  

Grade Level ORF Measure

*Optional = SWS: 2nd Grade

BDS & ADS EOY  
&  

Grade Level ORF Measure

*Optional SWS: 3rd Grade

Late Spring 
Progress Monitor

FSSK Form EOYKb 

*Optional for students who 
were strong on the EOYKa

FSS1 Form EOY1b  
&  

ORF Progress Monitoring  
at Instructional Level

*Optional for students who 
were strong on the EOY1a

BDS & ADS Form D  
&  

ORF Progress Monitoring  
at Instructional Level

BDS & ADS Form D  
&  

ORF Progress Monitoring  
at Instructional Level

You can download most of the above-mentioned assessments from the Really Great Reading website https://www.reallygreatreading.com/diagnostics.
To order the Beginning & Advanced Decoding Surveys Forms A-G go to https://www.reallygreatreading.com/shop/diagnostic-decoding-surveys-users-guide-and-student-materials

FSSK=Kindergarten Foundational Skills Survey FSS1=1st Grade Foundational Skills Survey BDS=Beginning Decoding Survey ADS=Advanced Decoding Survey
SWS=Sight Word Survey LKS=Letter Knowledge Survey ORF=Oral Reading Fluency WCPM=Words Correct Per Minute
BOY=Beginning of Year MOY=Middle of Year EOY=End of Year ADS+=Advanced Decoding Survey Plus

KEY
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Using the FSSK in Kindergarten

BOY

MOY & EOY

Administer the 
FSSK Form BOYKa.

Administer the 
FSSK Form MOYKa 

or EOYKa.

Enter the results into  
the Grouping Matrix. 

For students who score Emerging or 
Low in any of the 5 skill categories, we 
recommend progress monitoring with 
forms BOYkb, MOYKb, EOYKb after 
delivering direct, explicit instruction 
focused on building up the specific 
skill categories they scored poorly on.

If students score Emerging or Low 
in Letter Knowledge, use the LKS for 
diagnostic purposes to identify which 
letter names and/or sounds are still 
not mastered.

Enter the results into  
the Grouping Matrix. 

This complimentary set of Foundational Skills Surveys includes six 
informal diagnostic tools designed to help educators determine 
how well kindergarten students are acquiring the skills they need 
to become strong decoders. These Kindergarten Foundational 
Skills Surveys enable one-on-one assessment of basic literacy 
skills like phonemic and phonological awareness, sound-symbol 
correspondences, high frequency word reading, and basic 
decoding skills. 

This packet contains everything you’ll need for initial assessment 
and progress monitoring of an unlimited number of students. 
It provides an explanation of how to administer, score, and 
interpret the results. Once the results are gathered and scored, 
these surveys can be used to pinpoint specific deficits, group 
students, and then plan effective instruction. 

The Foundational Skills Surveys contained in this packet allow 
teachers to: 

•  Assess the foundational reading skills of emerging readers and 
young students. 

•  Determine whether foundational reading skills are being 
established at an appropriate pace by comparing the results 
against criterion-referenced benchmarks. 

•  Pinpoint specific gaps in knowledge and plan appropriate, 
targeted instruction.

Complimentary Online Scoring and Assessment Results Database

This assessment can be utilized with Really Great Reading’s 
complimentary Grouping Matrix™, an online database for 
assessment results. The Grouping Matrix™ has a Live Assess 
feature that will score the completed assessments and organize 
student data. For information on  how to obtain a complimentary 
Grouping Matrix account, please see page 13.

www.ReallyGreatReading.com
P.O.  Box 46 • Cabin John, MD 20818-0046

 Toll Free 866.401.READ (7323) • Fax 240.465.0478

Kindergarten 
Foundational 
Skills Surveys 
Diagnostic Assessments to Measure 
Pre-Decoding and Early Decoding 
Skills in Kindergarten StudentsComplimentary

Diagnostic  
Assessments  
for Emerging  

Readers

RGRFSSK021219

UTILIZING THE DATA
Enter the data from the appropriate assessments listed here into 
The Grouping Matrix (www.groupingmatrix.com) to get an in-
depth look at your students’ decoding strengths and weaknesses, 
decoding levels, group sizes and instructional recommendations.

To request complimentary access to the 
Grouping Matrix, please send your request to 
groupingmatrix@reallygreatreading.com.
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Using the FSS1 in 1st Grade

BOY

MOY & EOY

Administer the FSS1 
Form BOY1a.

*Optional SWS:  
Pre-Primmer & Primer

Administer the FSS1 Form 
MOY1a or EOY1a & a grade 
level ORF measure (DIBELS, 
AIMSWeb, EasyCBM, etc.).

*Optional SWS:  
1st Grade

Enter the results into  
the Grouping Matrix.

Students who are unable to complete 
the BOY1a or who misread more than half 
the words are likely to have weaknesses 
in pre-decoding skills. We recommend 
administering the FSSK BOYKa Form 
to gain a better understanding of the 
students pre-decoding skills.

For students who miss 20 or more 
consonant sounds (initial and/or 
final), administer the LKS for more 
precise information. Enter the results 
into the Grouping Matrix to gain a 
better understanding of the student’s 
letter knowledge.

Enter the following assessment data  
into the Grouping Matrix:

FSS1 + ORF (WCPM & Acc%)

www.ReallyGreatReading.com
P.O.  Box 46 • Cabin John, MD 20818-0046
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1st Grade  
Foundational 
Skills Surveys
Diagnostic assessments to measure 
student acquisition of the Foundational 
Reading Skills outlined in the Common 
Core State Standards

The evidence is clear. Students must master certain key 

foundational reading skills to comprehend well. The Common 

Core State Standards (CCSS) devotes a special section to these 

foundational reading skills. This section identifies the literacy 

skills that should be mastered by the end of each grade, K-5.

This complimentary set of Foundational Skills Surveys includes 

several informal diagnostic tools designed to help educators 

determine how well first grade students are acquiring the requisite 

skills outlined in the CCSS. Teachers who can pinpoint which skills 

a student has mastered and which skills still need strengthening 

are better able to group and instruct their students efficiently. 

The Foundational Skills Surveys enable one-on-one assessment 

of decoding and pre-decoding skills from the beginning through 

the end of 1st grade. For students with decoding weaknesses, 

the surveys can also be used to identify which skills have already 

been mastered and which remain weak. 

This packet contains everything you’ll need for initial assessment 

and progress monitoring of an unlimited number of students. 

It provides an explanation of how to administer, score, and 

interpret the results. Once the results are gathered and scored, 

these surveys can be used to pinpoint specific deficits, group 

students, and then plan effective instruction. This assessment 

can be utilized with Really Great Reading’s complimentary 

Grouping Matrix™, which has the Live Assess feature that will 

score the completed assessments and upload student data 

into the Grouping Matrix. For a complimentary Grouping Matrix 

account, please see the back cover.

Complimentary

Diagnostic  
Assessments for  

Early Elementary

Students

RGRFSS1021219

UTILIZING THE DATA
Enter the data from the appropriate assessments listed here into 
The Grouping Matrix (www.groupingmatrix.com) to get an in-
depth look at your students’ decoding strengths and weaknesses, 
decoding levels, group sizes and instructional recommendations.

To request complimentary access to the 
Grouping Matrix, please send your request to 
groupingmatrix@reallygreatreading.com.
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Using the BDS & ADS in 2nd Grade

BOY

MOY & EOY

Administer the BDS AND  
a grade level ORF measure 

(DIBELS, AIMSWeb,  
EasyCBM, etc.)

*Optional SWS:  
2nd Grade

Administer BOTH the BDS & 
ADS (found in the Diagnostic 
Decoding Survey packet) & 
a grade level ORF measure

*Optional SWS:  
2nd Grade

Enter the following assessment data  
into the Grouping Matrix:

BDS + ORF (WCPM & Acc%)

If a student‘s Decoding Level is Severe Decoding 
Deficit or Emerging and they read a lot of 
words sound by sound, please administer the 
Phonological Awareness Survey (previously part 
of the Pre-Decoding Surveys) and enter the results 
into the Grouping Matrix to better understand the 
student’s underlying pre-decoding skills.

If a student’s Decoding Level is Severe 
Decoding Deficits or Emerging and they 
struggled with initial and final consonant 
sounds, please administer the LKS. Enter 
the results into the Grouping Matrix 
to gain a better understanding of the 
student’s letter knowledge.

Enter the following assessment data  
into the Grouping Matrix:

BDS + ADS + ORF (WCPM & Acc%)
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1st Grade  
Foundational 
Skills Surveys
Diagnostic assessments to measure 
student acquisition of the Foundational 
Reading Skills outlined in the Common 
Core State Standards

The evidence is clear. Students must master certain key 

foundational reading skills to comprehend well. The Common 

Core State Standards (CCSS) devotes a special section to these 

foundational reading skills. This section identifies the literacy 

skills that should be mastered by the end of each grade, K-5.

This complimentary set of Foundational Skills Surveys includes 

several informal diagnostic tools designed to help educators 

determine how well first grade students are acquiring the requisite 

skills outlined in the CCSS. Teachers who can pinpoint which skills 

a student has mastered and which skills still need strengthening 

are better able to group and instruct their students efficiently. 

The Foundational Skills Surveys enable one-on-one assessment 

of decoding and pre-decoding skills from the beginning through 

the end of 1st grade. For students with decoding weaknesses, 

the surveys can also be used to identify which skills have already 

been mastered and which remain weak. 

This packet contains everything you’ll need for initial assessment 

and progress monitoring of an unlimited number of students. 

It provides an explanation of how to administer, score, and 

interpret the results. Once the results are gathered and scored, 

these surveys can be used to pinpoint specific deficits, group 

students, and then plan effective instruction. This assessment 

can be utilized with Really Great Reading’s complimentary 

Grouping Matrix™, which has the Live Assess feature that will 

score the completed assessments and upload student data 

into the Grouping Matrix. For a complimentary Grouping Matrix 

account, please see the back cover.

Complimentary

Diagnostic  
Assessments for  

Early Elementary

Students

UTILIZING THE DATA
Enter the data from the appropriate assessments listed here into 
The Grouping Matrix (www.groupingmatrix.com) to get an in-
depth look at your students’ decoding strengths and weaknesses, 
decoding levels, group sizes and instructional recommendations.

To request complimentary access to the 
Grouping Matrix, please send your request to 
groupingmatrix@reallygreatreading.com.



Using the BDS & ADS in 3rd–12th Grade
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If a student’s Decoding Level 
is Severe Decoding Deficits or 
Emerging and they struggled with 
initial and final consonant sounds, 
please administer the LKS. Enter 
the results into the Grouping Matrix 
to gain a better understanding of 
the student’s letter knowledge.

If a student ‘s Decoding Level is Severe 
Decoding Deficit or Emerging and they 
read a lot of words sound by sound, please 
administer the Phonological Awareness 
Survey (previously part of the Pre-Decoding 
Surveys) and enter the results into the 
Grouping Matrix to better understand the 
student’s underlying pre-decoding skills.

If a student‘s Decoding 
Level is Severe 
Decoding Deficit or 
Emerging and they 
misread more than 
3 of the sight words, 
consider administering 
the 3rd Grade SWS.

If the student is grouped, 
according to the Grouping 
Matrix, into a category called 
Specific Decoding Weakness, 
administering the ADS+ can 
confirm and refine your 
understanding of that student’s 
strengths and weaknesses.

Diagnostic 
Decoding 
Surveys
Beginning Decoding Survey
Advanced Decoding Survey

More than 20 years of scientific, evidence-based reading 
research makes clear that all good readers must master 
certain basic skills. Those skills include the ability to 
decode words accurately – a skill that most struggling 
readers have difficulty with. This complimentary set of 
Diagnostic Decoding Surveys includes two informal 
diagnostic tools designed to quickly pinpoint decoding 
strengths and weaknesses in students of almost any age.

The Diagnostic Decoding Surveys enable one-on-one 
assessment of phonics skills for struggling readers from the 
middle of first grade through adulthood. The surveys are 
efficient and easy to administer. For emerging readers or 
students with decoding weaknesses, the surveys can be 
used to identify which skills have already been mastered 
and which are weak. 

This complimentary packet contains everything you’ll 
need for initial assessment of an unlimited number of 
students. The packet also provides an explanation of 
how the survey results can be used to group students, 
and it offers guidance on how to plan effective, efficient 
instruction. 

Read about the success schools have experienced with  
Phonics Suite: reallygreatreading.com

www.ReallyGreatReading.com
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Complimentary 
Version

FORM A

“This is the most  
polished little instrument 
in existence and many 
people are grateful that 

you have shared it.”

DR. LOUISA MOATS
National Reading Expert

NEW LOOK,
SAME SURVEYS!

RGRDDS042319

UTILIZING THE DATA
Enter the data from the appropriate assessments listed here into 
The Grouping Matrix (www.groupingmatrix.com) to get an in-
depth look at your students’ decoding strengths and weaknesses, 
decoding levels, group sizes and instructional recommendations.

To request complimentary access to the 
Grouping Matrix, please send your request to 
groupingmatrix@reallygreatreading.com.

BOY, 
MOY,  
& EOY

Screen students 
using a grade 

level ORF Measure 
(DIBELS, AIMSWeb, 

Easy CBM, etc.)

At or above Grade 
Level on WCPM or 

Accuracy %— 
no additional 

decoding screening  
is necessary.

Below Grade 
Level on WCPM 

or Accuracy %—
use BOTH the BDS 
& ADS (found in 
the Diagnostic 

Decoding Survey)

Enter the following assessment data  
into the Grouping Matrix:

BDS + ADS + ORF (WCPM & Acc%)


