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Units 1–20 include words from the Dolch 220 Pre-Primer, Primer,  
and 1st Grade high-frequency word lists.

What are dictation sentences?
Dictation sentences help students practice spelling each word in a sentence, one by one. 

What kinds of words are in the sentences?
Most of the words in the sentences are decodable. That means they only contain the concepts students 

have learned up to and including that particular unit, so students should be able to spell the words up to and 

including the last unit they were taught. There are also some high-frequency words in each sentence which 

students may or may not have mastered already. If students cannot spell a non-decodable  

high-frequency word, you may help them with that word by providing the letter(s)  

the student cannot spell independently.

HD Word Sentences for Dictation

Unit 1 
1.  The red sash had a big rip. (7)

2.  Chip got a shot from the vet. (7)

3.  Put the rock back in the mud. (7)

Unit 2 
1.  The frog will jump in the pond. (7)

2.  Did the glass crack when it fell? (7)

3.  Phil did not pick the round drum. (7)

Unit 3 
1.  I stretch and twist in bed. (6)

2.  She had to dodge the trash. (6)

3.  Scratch the patch on my back. (6)

Unit 4
1.  Catch the insect in the cobweb. (6)

2.  I saw a mantis at the fishpond. (7)

3.  Take a candid shot of the bobcat. (7)

Unit 5
1.  Have respect and be silent. (5)

2.  Grin for the last basketball photo. (6)

3.  Help the happy lady in the Navy. (7)

Unit 6
1.  He ate a dozen bagel sandwiches. (6)

2.  I saw the label on the relish. (7)

3.  Who had the basic frozen lemon punch? (7)

Underlined words  
are non-decodable  

high-frequency 
words. You may need 

to help students  
spell some parts of 

these words.

The number in 
parentheses 

indicates the total 
number of words 
in the sentence.



© 2020 Really Great Reading Company, LLC

Unit 7
1.  Can you locate the wide wishbone? (6)

2.  I ate a good pancake at lunchtime. (7)

3.  The fire will explode and make smoke. (7)

Unit 8
1.  He made a disgusting olive cupcake. (6)

2.  We will visit a private Chinese palace. (7)

3.  Our passage across the lake was difficult. (7)

Unit 9
1.  He put on a yellow raincoat. (6)

2.  We have baseballs to play with. (6)

3.  The train began the highway delay. (6)

Unit 10
1.  He put on a yellow raincoat. (6)

2.  Our messy chimney needs a cleaning. (6)

3.  My chimpanzee had oatmeal for lunch. (6)

Unit 11
1.  The starving shark needs meat quickly. (6)

2.  Find a normal market north of here. (7)

3.  We got the green carpet from Norway. (7)

Unit 12
1.  She can score courtside basketball tickets. (6)

2.  Soar like a condor over distant cornfields. (7)

3.  Explore the seafloor with the yellow snorkel. (7)

Unit 13
1.  You need to find a project partner. (7)

2.  The snowbird will perch on a branch. (7)

3.  That show is currently on channel four. (7)

Unit 14
1.  The sheep ran into the orchard. (6)

2.  The farmer has a working tractor. (6)

3.  A wizard sat near a short pillar. (7)

Unit 15
1.  An African baboon made a music record. (7)

2.  The toddler felt gratitude for the hoopskirt. (7)

3.  Sue has many toothbrushes in her bathroom. (7)

Unit 16
1.  Try a spoonful of oily soybean stew. (7)

2.  The royal family has gotten poison ivy. (7)

3.  The newsboy left papers on our porch. (7)

Unit 1
1.  Look for stars in the cloudless south. (7)

2.  Can you ask for flowers without pouting? (7)

3.  Play around with a round, slimy earthworm. (7)

Unit 18
1.  My pocketbook is full of cash. (6)

2.  Sit under the redwood tree to doze. (7)

3.  I drew rainbows in my new sketchbook. (7)

Unit 19
1.  Audrey has drawn a newborn fawn. (6)

2.  He is yawning at dawn after no sleep. (7)

3.  The toddler was crawling on the ground. (7)

Unit 20
1.  Save for a superhero comic book. (6)

2.  Pretend to enjoy the oyster stew. (6)

3.  The groundhog chooses to hunt for mushrooms. (7)
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Unit 21
1.  A pink kangaroo drank oolong tea. (6)

2.  She sang a tune like a songbird. (7)

3.  Pull the stinger out of my finger! (7)

Unit 22
1.  Sparkle and twinkle like the stars. (6)

2.  Guzzle the soda in the glass bottle. (7)

3.  The purple poodle leaps over the hurdle. (7)

Unit 23
1.  Judy ate a mixture of snacks. (6)

2.  Print directions to the campsite location. (6)

3.  Study the food of a different culture. (7)

Unit 24
1.  Recite each short sentence twice. (5)

2.  Ride to the center of the college. (7)

3.  Grace is allergic to celery and oranges. (7)

Unit 25
1.  The cuddly baby grabs seedless grapes. (6)

2.  I am grateful for the chocolate cupcakes. (7)

3.  The weekend trip was delightful and peaceful. (7)

Unit 26
1.  She is enjoying the petting zoo. (6)

2.  The smallest dishes go on the shelf. (7)

3.  The fastest player relaxes by the goalkeeper. (7)

Unit 27
1.  The sharpest colored pencils are brown. (6)

2.  He pretended to be puzzled by questions. (7)

3.  The cake topping was crushed chocolate cookies. (7)

Unit 28
1.  We insist on a respectful attitude. (6)

2.  Invent a way to unlock any door. (7)

3.  The concert will impress and inspire you. (7)

Unit 29
1.  Recycle plastic bottles and cardboard boxes. (6)

2.  Provide a report on pandas by Friday. (7)

3.  You could make a prediction before reading. (7)

Unit 30
1.  Unpack and relocate the picture frames. (6)

2.  We disputed paint colors for the room. (7)

3.  The moon was reflected in peaceful water. (7)

Unit 31
1.  Childproof most of the living room. (6)

2.  The small, mild colt felt at home. (7)

3.  He ate mild chicken wings while blindfolded. (7)

Unit 32
1.  The artist created a mosaic tabletop. (6)

2.  Sing a duet and recite a poem. (7)

3.  Dial the phone number from your diary. (7)

Unit 33
1.  Find the bluest peony in the area. (7)

2.  The baby lion cub meowed loudly. (7)

3.  Dial the phone number from your diary. (7)

Units 21–33 include words from the whole Dolch 220 high-frequency word list.
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