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READER 1

Thomas Jefferson was the third president of the United States. Before 
that, he was the country’s second vice president. Even before that, he 
played a very important role in American history because he wrote the 
Declaration of Independence.

In 1776, Jefferson was a member of the Continental Congress. He did 
not like speaking in public and was sometimes called a “silent member” 
of Congress. But at the age of 33, he was asked to write down why the 
colonies should break free from Great Britain.

READER 2

The document Jefferson wrote stated that America should be independent. 
That document was called the Declaration of Independence. It was 
adopted on July 4, 1776. That is why we celebrate the Fourth of July. 
Today, you can see the document in Washington, DC.

Thomas Jefferson
Note: Hyphenated words count as one word.
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  Passage: Thomas Jefferson unit 32
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architect

declaration

document

Continental Congress – a group of delegates from the American 
colonies who met to discuss how England was unfairly treating 
them. 
The first Continental Congress met in 1774 in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania.

politician – somebody who is involved in the government or holds 
a political office. 
Jefferson was a successful politician who served as governor, vice 
president, and president.

Monticello – (pronounced mon-ti-chel-o) the home that Thomas 
Jefferson built. 
Many people visit Monticello every year to see where Jefferson 
lived.
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Jefferson was much more than just a politician. He was also an architect, 
a farmer, and an inventor. He drew the plans for his home, a plantation 
named Monticello, which he built on a mountaintop. There are many 
items in Monticello that Jefferson invented.

READER 3

One thing that Jefferson invented is the Great Clock above the door in 
the hall of Monticello. This clock does not show time in the same way 
most clocks do. It uses minute and hour hands to tell time. It also uses 
cannonballs that hang on both sides of the doorway. They show the day 
and time by the markings on the wall next to them.

One of Jefferson’s favorite things to do was farming. His farm had 
gardens and fruit trees, which provided food for his family. The farm 
was also a kind of lab to learn about plants. Jefferson rose early every 
morning to inspect his farm and make notes about his gardens.

We know many facts about Thomas Jefferson. Some facts are less 
well-known than others. For example, many people don’t know that 
he played the violin. He was the first president to have a grandchild 
born in the White House. He was also governor of Virginia.

Jefferson served as president for eight years. He left the White House in 
1809. The last years of his life were spent at Monticello. In that time, he 
started the University of Virginia. He died on July 4, 1826. It was the 50th 
anniversary of the Declaration of Independence.
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READER 1

Thomas Jefferson was the third president of the United States. Before 
that, he was the country’s second vice president. Even before that, he 
played a very important role in American history because he wrote the 
Declaration of Independence.

In 1776, Jefferson was a member of the Continental Congress. He did 
not like speaking in public and was sometimes called a “silent member” 
of Congress. But at the age of 33, he was asked to write down why the 
colonies should break free from Great Britain.

READER 2

The document Jefferson wrote stated that America should be independent. 
That document was called the Declaration of Independence. It was 
adopted on July 4, 1776. That is why we celebrate the Fourth of July. 
Today, you can see the document in Washington, DC.

Jefferson was much more than just a politician. He was also an architect, 
a farmer, and an inventor. He drew the plans for his home, a plantation 
named Monticello, which he built on a mountaintop. There are many 
items in Monticello that Jefferson invented.

READER 3

One thing that Jefferson invented is the Great Clock above the door in 
the hall of Monticello. This clock does not show time in the same way 
most clocks do. It uses minute and hour hands to tell time. It also uses 
cannonballs that hang on both sides of the doorway. They show the day 
and time by the markings on the wall next to them.

One of Jefferson’s favorite things to do was farming. His farm had 
gardens and fruit trees, which provided food for his family. The farm 
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was also a kind of lab to learn about plants. Jefferson rose early every 
morning to inspect his farm and make notes about his gardens.

We know many facts about Thomas Jefferson. Some facts are less 
well-known than others. For example, many people don’t know that 
he played the violin. He was the first president to have a grandchild 
born in the White House. He was also governor of Virginia.

Jefferson served as president for eight years. He left the White House in 
1809. The last years of his life were spent at Monticello. In that time, he 
started the University of Virginia. He died on July 4, 1826. It was the 50th 
anniversary of the Declaration of Independence.
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Underline the sentence that tells how Jefferson felt about public speaking. 
Write ➀ at the beginning of this underlined sentence.

Underline the sentence that tells where we can see the Declaration of 
Independence today. 
Write ➁ at the beginning of this underlined sentence.

Underline the sentence that tells which instrument Jefferson played. 
Write ➂ at the beginning of this underlined sentence.

Underline the sentence that tells where Jefferson lived after he left the 
White House. 
Write ➃ at the beginning of this underlined sentence.
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MOST CHALLENGING

Figure out if the two vowels next to each other are working as a vowel team or if they are 
split, with each making its own sound. If the vowels are a team, underline them together. 
If they are split, underline them separately. Place a checkmark in the correct column.
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  Phrases & Sentences to Read unit 32
CHALLENGING

MORE CHALLENGING

did a cameo in the latest pioneer film (8)

hilarious reaction to the fake alien video (7)

should be a priority for the triangle soloist (8)

ate a diet of dandelion greens and ravioli (8)

sings a duet and recites a poem (7)

picked the bluest peony in the area (7)

dial the phone number from your diary (7)

heard a baby lion cub meow like a kitten (9)
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Briana earned first place in the geography bee because of her studious 
habits. (13)

Trees are helpful because they absorb carbon dioxide and produce 
valuable oxygen. (12)

The owners reopened the rodeo, but they decided to add Leo, the leotard-
wearing lion, to the show. (17)

Sophia and Romeo do cardio exercises at their coed gym as a way to get in 
shape and expend energy. (20)

One of the benefits of practicing poetry is more fluent reading. (11)

The artist created a mosaic of Siamese cats on a large tabletop. (12)

I listen to audiobooks when I drive a long distance to my job at the stadium. (16)

Arguing and being envious are two things that can make your life less 
enjoyable. (14)
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  Word Creation unit 32
Create real words using a word part from the first column with a word part from the 
second column. Write the new word on the line, and then check the box for either 
Split Vowel or Vowel Team.

Word Parts New Word Split Vowel? Vowel Team?

 li et

 ne ar

 di on

 be al

 re ad

Determine the vowel sound for each vowel in the split vowel. Circle the correct 
phonemes.

1. trial i = /  / or /  / a  =  /  /  or  /  /

2. duet u = / y / or /  / e  =  /  /  or  /  /

3. create e = /  / or /  / a  =  /  /  or  /  /

CHALLENGE YOURSELF




