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Phonics Blitz Online User’s Guide 
 

Phonics Blitz Online is the online complement to your Phonics Blitz lessons. It will help you 
quickly and efficiently teach the lessons in an interactive environment so you can bring complex 
phonemic awareness and phonics concepts to life for your students.  
 
Phonics Blitz Online was developed as a manipulative for teacher modeling with student 
participation. Students participating in Phonics Blitz lessons should use their own physical 
manipulatives (Student Phonics Kits) during the lessons because multisensory instruction with 
manipulatives is of critical importance for struggling readers. Phonics Blitz Online can be used 
on multiple technology platforms: with an interactive whiteboard, computer and LCD projector, 
computer, or laptop. 
 
This guide will show you everything you need to know to use all components of Phonics Blitz 
Online: 

 Getting Started 
 Main Menu 
 Navigation Tips 
 Oral Reading 
 Posters 
 Chalkboard Notes 
 Letter Tiles 
 SyllaBoards 
 Slides 

 
GETTING STARTED 
 
Login 
Visit www.reallygreatreading.com and login using the username and password you received 
when you purchased Phonics Blitz Online. For help retrieving your username and password, 
email info@reallygreatreading.com.  
 
Full-Screen Mode 
Phonics Blitz Online is designed to be used in full-screen mode only. To launch the program in 
full-screen mode, click the green box in the center of the screen. 
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To exit full screen mode at any time, hit escape or click the X next to the word Exit at the top 
right of the screen. You can resume your work by clicking the green box again. 
 

      
 
Online Help 
For additional support with Phonics Blitz Online, click the Online Help button at the top right of 
the screen. This will bring you to http://www.reallygreatreading.com/online-help for further 
assistance. 
 

 
 
 
MAIN MENU 
You can access the main menu by clicking on the vertical, yellow bar on the left side of the 
screen.  
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There are six options available on the main menu: 

     
 

1. Home: Clicking on Home at any time will take you back to the main screen. 
 
2. Letter Tiles: Clicking on Letter Tiles will take you to the virtual letter tiles program. 

You will use these tiles during the phonics portion of the lessons. 
 
3. SyllaBoards: Clicking on SyllaBoards will take you to virtual SyllaBoards. You will use 

this tool to guide students to read multi-syllable words in the lessons.  
 
4. Browse by Activity: Selecting Browse by Activity allows you to access any of the 

Phonics Blitz Online activities for any lesson. Hovering over any of the activities in the 
submenu allows you to choose a specific group of lessons. You can then hover over a 
group of lessons and choose which specific lesson you want by clicking on the lesson 
number. This will bring you directly to the chosen activity for that particular lesson.  

  
5. Book One Lessons: You can access all of the activities for a specific lesson in Lessons 

1-25 through this main menu option. Hover over Book One Lessons to see lessons in 
groups of five. Hover over a group of five to see each individual lesson. Clicking on a 
specific lesson number will bring you to the first activity for that lesson. 
 

6. Book Two Lessons: You can access all of the activities for a specific lesson in Lessons 
26-50 through this main menu option. Hover over Book Two Lessons to see lessons in 
groups of five. Hover over a group of five to see each individual lesson. Clicking on a 
specific lesson number will bring you to the first activity for that lesson. 

 
 
NAVIGATION TIPS\ 
 
1. Navigating to a specific activity:  

 
There are two ways to navigate to an activity for a specific lesson. 
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Option 1: Using the Browse by Activity menu option, you can choose the activity you 
want and then select the lesson number for that activity. This will bring you directly to 
the activity you selected within the specific lesson. 

 
 
Option 2: Using the Book One Lessons or Book Two Lessons menu options, you can 
choose the lesson you want. Clicking on the lesson number will bring you to the title 
screen for that lesson, from which you can access any activity. 
 

 
 

 
2. Navigating to activities within a lesson: 
 

Once you are in a specific lesson, you can navigate through the different activities for that 
lesson by clicking on the activity names in the menu in the blue bar at the top of the 
screen. You will always see this menu bar at the top of the screen when you are in any of 
the activities for a lesson. 
 

 
 

 
ORAL READING 
 
The Oral Reading component of Phonics Blitz Online allows you to preview vocabulary words, 
time student readers, annotate the passage to show reading errors, and calculate readers’ 
accuracy percentage and Words Correct per Minute scores.  
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Words to Preview 
The first screen in the Oral Reading activity shows the Words to Preview. The definitions of the 
key words in the passage, as well as a sentence using each word, are displayed on this screen.  
You can review these words with students prior to the reading of the passage. To exit out of 
Words to Preview and view the passage, you can either click the X in the upper right corner of 
the word box or click on the word “Passage” at the top of the Words to Preview box. 
 

 
 
Passage 
Clicking on the Passage button will bring you to the second screen in the Oral Reading activity. 
This shows the passage that students will read. The passage is divided into sections for Reader 1, 
Reader 2, and Reader 3. 
 

 
 

 Annotation tools: Located at the top right of the passage, these tools can be used to mark 
words that students misread and to draw a bracket to mark the last word read. 
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 Scrolling: Click the cursor icon and then click and drag in the passage to scroll to the end 
of the passage. 
 

 
 

 Start button: Next to each reader’s starting point is a start button that allows you to 
begin timing the reader for one minute. Press the green Start button when you are ready 
to begin the timer. Once you press the button, the passage disappears and the timer 
appears. Students and teacher should read the passage and mark errors in their Phonics 
Blitz student workbooks. 
 

 
 

 Timer: The timer times the reader for 60 seconds. An audible chime tells you that the 
timer has started. There are no visible numbers counting down. Instead, the ellipsis after 
the word Reading flashes to show you that the timer is counting down. When there are 
five seconds remaining, the flashing ellipsis turns gold. The second chime indicates that 
time is up.  
 

       
 
 Stop and Review appears as soon as the 60 seconds are up. The two questions are 

reminders to guide students to place a bracket after the last word read and mark the 
errors. To begin annotating the passage, click the “Back to Passage” button. 
 

 
Scoring 
Click on the Scoring button to access the scoring area of the Oral Reading activity. This is where 
you can model how to calculate scores for Readers 1, 2, and 3.  
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 Calculator: The functional calculator allows you to compute words correct per minute 
and accuracy percentage scores. Click on the buttons to enter values in the screen.  
 

 
 

 Calculation boxes: The two calculation boxes allow you to organize and display the 
scores. These boxes are identical to those in the Phonics Blitz student books, allowing 
students to follow along step-by-step as you enter values.  
 

 
 

 Entering values in scoring boxes: Enter a value in the calculator until the screen shows 
the number you would like to move to the scoring box. Click on any cell in one of the 
Calculation Boxes to have the value currently displayed on the calculator appear in the 
cell.  
 

   
  

 Auto-calculate feature: Phonics Blitz Online offers an optional auto-calculate feature to 
increase the ease and speed with which you can calculate WCPM and Accuracy 
Percentage scores. If the auto-calculation feature is ON, the following values can be 
automatically calculated: 

o Reader 1 calculation box: enter values in lines a and b, and the values for lines c 
(Words Correct per Minute) and c÷a (Accuracy Percentage) will be automatically 
calculated and populated in the appropriate cells.  
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o Reader 2 and Reader 3 calculation boxes: enter a value in line d, and line f 
(Equals: number of words attempted) will be automatically calculated and 
populated. Enter a value in line g, and lines h (Words Correct per Minute) and 
h÷f  (Accuracy Percentage) will be automatically calculated and populated.  

 
If the Auto-calculation feature is OFF, you will have to manually enter all values. You 
can turn this feature on and off by clicking on the red word ON or OFF.  
 

    
 
 Hide and close scoring box: Clicking the Hide Scoring button allows you to minimize 

the scoring box while you go back to the passage to view your annotations. Clicking the 
X closes the Scoring window and brings you back to the passage. 
 

 
 
 
POSTERS 
 
The posters component of Phonics Blitz Online allows you to display any of the Phonics Blitz 
posters. You can display the posters individually or up to four at one time. Audio clips embedded 
in the vowel posters allow you to demonstrate correct pronunciation of the vowel sounds and 
guide words. 
      
From the main menu, click on Browse by Activity > Posters to display thumbnail images of all 
eight Phonics Blitz posters. From the Posters screen, you can select up to four posters to display 
at once. 
 

     
 

 View Selected: To select up to four posters to display at one time, click on the small box 
to the left of each poster title you would like to display. Once all desired posters are 
selected, click View Selected at the left. This will display only the posters you have 
selected. 
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 Audio clips: While viewing any of the vowel posters, click on the volume icon to hear an 
audio clip demonstrating the correct pronunciation of the vowel sound. Click on a blue 
highlighted guide word to hear the correct pronunciation of that word. 

 
 
 
CHALKBOARD NOTES 
 
The Chalkboard Notes component of Phonics Blitz Online will reduce the time you spend 
preparing for Phonics Blitz lessons. Chalkboard Notes provides you with a “chalkboard” screen 
where you will find many of the words and sentences that the lessons direct you to write on the 
board. These words and sentences are pre-written in the order in which you will need them in the 
lesson. You can also write on these screens using the annotation tools, which allows you to add 
your own notes and markings directly to the Chalkboard Notes. 
 
Clicking Through Multiple Screens of Notes 
Whenever there are notes in a lesson that you do not have to display at the same time, they 
appear on separate screens. You can access the previous or next screen by clicking the buttons at 
the top left of the Chalkboard Notes screen. The text underneath the Back and Next buttons tells 
you which screen you are currently viewing.  
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Annotation Tools 
The Chalk, Eraser, and Erase All tools allow you to add and remove your own writing to the pre-
written Chalkboard Notes. You can find these tools at the top left of any Chalkboard Notes 
screen. To use these tools, click on the icon to the left of the tool. Any notes you add to 
Chalkboard Notes will be saved while you use any of the activities within that same lesson. 
Please note, once you choose any activity in a different lesson your notes will disappear. 
 

 
 
Blank Chalkboard 
You can access a blank screen in Chalkboard Notes by clicking the Blank button. This provides 
you with an area to make additional notes using the annotation tools during the lesson. Your 
notes will be saved until you exit the lesson. 
 

    
 
Letter Tiles in Chalkboard Notes 
In some lessons, images of letter tiles appear within the Chalkboard Notes. These tiles are not 
interactive and cannot be moved around the Chalkboard Notes screens. Whenever you need to 
manipulate letter tiles in a lesson, such as in the Build a Word procedure, you should use the 
Letter Tiles Online program. In addition, whenever you need to display lists of letter tiles with 
corresponding guidewords (for example, teaching multiple spellings of vowel sounds), this 
should also be done directly in the Letter Tiles Online program of Phonics Blitz Online. 
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Writing Words to Read with SyllaBoards 
You will have to write words on the board whenever students read words with SyllaBoards. 
These words should not be written in the Chalkboard Notes component of Phonics Blitz Online. 
You should write these words directly in the SyllaBoards activity section of Phonics Blitz Online 
so that you can display the SyllaBoards under the words. You will see a reminder in Chalkboard 
Notes whenever you need to write words in the SyllaBoards program. 
 

      
 
 
LETTER TILES ONLINE 
 
The Letter Tiles Online component of Phonics Blitz Online allows you to make your 
multisensory phonics instruction interactive. Letter Tiles Online is designed to enhance your 
ability to model phonics concepts while students use their own physical manipulatives during 
their Phonics Blitz lessons.  
 
Letter Tiles Online (standard) 
Choosing Letter Tiles in the main menu will open the Letter Tiles Online program. You can use 
the Letter Tiles to teach any Phonics Blitz lesson by choosing the tiles you need from the More 
Tiles menu. (See More Tiles section below.) 
 

       
 
Letter Tiles Online (lesson-specific) 
Navigating to the Letter Tiles Online program through Book One Lessons or Book Two Lessons 
in the main menu will also bring you to the Letter Tiles Online program. However, since you 
have selected the lesson you wish to teach, the specific letter tiles you need in that lesson are pre-
populated in the Today’s Tiles section of the Letter Tiles screen.  
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Three Areas for Tiles 
There are three areas to place tiles: the Standard Tiles area at the top left of the screen, the 
Today’s Tiles green area at the top right of the screen, and the large blue area called the Main 
Board.  
 

 
 
Standard Tiles 
The tiles at the top left of the Letter Tiles Online screen are the standard tiles. These include the 
twenty-six letters of the alphabet, as well as six digraphs, two trigraphs, and five color tiles. 
These are the tiles most frequently used in teaching.   
 

 
 
Today’s Tiles 
The Today’s Tiles section of the screen is your holding area for the tiles you will use in that 
day’s lesson. Once you place a tile in Today’s Tiles, you can access that tile throughout the 
lesson without having to retrieve it from a submenu more than once. Use the tools at the top right 
corner to remove tiles from Today’s Tiles. Click on the eraser icon to remove all tiles from 
Today’s Tiles at once. Drag and drop individual tiles over the trashcan icon to remove specific 
tiles. 
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More Tiles Menu 
Click on the More Tiles tab at the left edge of the screen to access the More Tiles menu. 
Guidewords are provided to the right of each tile in the More Tiles submenus. There are five 
submenus: Vowel Spellings, Multiple Spellings of Consonant Sounds, Prefixes & Suffixes, 
Other Spelling Patterns, and More Tiles. Open any of the submenus by clicking on the black 
arrow. Close the More Tiles tab by clicking on the X at the top right of the tab. 
 

        
 

 Vowel Spellings: This submenu allows you to access tiles for the multiple spellings of 
short, long, r-controlled, and other (variant) vowel sounds. Click on any category of 
vowel sounds for a list of sounds. Click on the name of an individual sound and you will 
see a list of tiles for the various spellings of that sound, along with guidewords for each 
sound. 

   
 

 Multiple Spellings of Consonant Sounds: Click on this submenu to access tiles for the 
multiple spellings of consonant (and consonant digraph) sounds. Hover over the list of 
sounds to scroll through it. Click on an individual sound to access the tiles for the 
spellings of that sound. 
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 Prefixes & Suffixes: These submenus provide prefix and suffix letter tiles. Prefix letter 
tiles are all located in the Prefixes submenu. Suffix tiles are divided into four categories: 
Vowel Suffixes, Consonant Suffixes, Inflectional Suffixes, and Sounds of Suffix /ed/. 
Access these tiles by clicking on the submenus. 
 

  
 
 Other Spelling Patterns: listed in the Other Spelling Patterns submenu, you will find 

additional tiles for spelling patterns taught in Phonics Blitz and Phonics Boost. These 
include the chunk all, the vowel + ng and vowel + nk patterns, consonant-le patterns, and 
closed syllable exceptions where the vowel sound in a closed syllable is long. Access 
these tiles by clicking on the submenus.  
 

  
 

 More Tiles: the More Tiles submenu provides several additional tile options, such as red 
vowels, a schwa tile, a heart tile for teaching sight words, capital letter tiles, and an 
alphabetical list of all tiles available in the various submenus. 
 



Copyright © 2010 Really Great Reading   |   www.reallygreatreading.com 15

     
 
Tools 
The tools at the bottom left of the main screen allow you to make markings on the blue 
background. The Draw tool lets you draw or write on the blue background in white chalk-like 
font. This allows you to underline letter tiles, write guidewords, circle certain parts of words, etc. 
Erase only part of your markings with the Eraser tool. Use the Erase All Drawings button to 
instantly remove all markings you made on the screen. Please note that the drawing tools are 
designed to work most effectively with an interactive whiteboard or touch screen monitor. 
 

    
 

   
 
Moving Tiles 
To move a tile from the standard tile set to the main board, click on the tile and drag it to the 
desired spot on the main board. Tiles in the More Tiles submenus can be moved directly to the 
main board or to the Today’s Tiles area by clicking the tile and dragging it to the desired 
position. You can also move a whole set of tiles from a submenu in More Tiles directly to 
Today’s Tiles by clicking the multiple tiles icon at the top right of the green box. 
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Removing Tiles 
Tiles on the main board can be removed one at a time or all at once. To remove only one tile, 
click and drag the desired tile and release it over the trashcan icon. To remove all tiles from the 
main board, click the eraser icon at the top right corner of the main board. 
 

  
 
 
SYLLABOARDS  
 
The SyllaBoards component of Phonics Blitz Online allows you to model how to break multi-
syllable words quickly and easily into smaller chunks for decoding. You can also use this tool in 
the Phonological Awareness portion of the lessons to practice segmenting and blending of 
syllables. Students will use their own physical SyllaBoards manipulatives during Phonics Blitz 
lessons while you model with the virtual SyllaBoards.  
 
Writing Words 
Choose the Marker/Chalk tool from the group of tools at the bottom left of the screen. This turns 
your cursor into a piece of chalk. Use the chalk to write anywhere on the blue background.  
 

     
 
Adding SyllaBoards 
Click the number icons at the bottom left of the screen to display the desired number of 
SyllaBoards.  
 

            
 
Writing on SyllaBoards 
Use the Marker/Chalk tool to write individual syllables on the SyllaBoards. You will notice that 
the chalk tool and the marker tool are the same tool. When the tool is on the blue background, it 
is a piece of chalk and writes with white lines. When it moves over a SyllaBoard, it changes to a 
black marker and writes on the white surface of the boards. 
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Removing SyllaBoards 
Drag the individual boards you wish to remove and release them over the garbage can icon. 
 

 
 
Erasing Tools 
There are five different erasing tools available at the bottom left of the screen: 

 Eraser: Allows you to erase individual markings. 
 Erase Boards: Removes all markings from the SyllaBoards only. 
 Erase Chalk: Removes all markings from the blue background only. 
 Remove All: Clears the whole screen. Removes all markings from the blue background 

and the SyllaBoards, and removes all the SyllaBoards from the screen.  
 Remove All Boards: Removes only the SyllaBoards, but leaves the chalk writing on the 

blue background. 
 

 
 
 
SLIDES 
 
The Slides component of Phonics Blitz Online allows you to display certain pages from the 
Phonics Blitz student workbooks and reveal the answers one at a time or all at once. What are 
now called “slides” were known as “overhead transparencies” in the first edition of Phonics 
Blitz. The slides in the first couple of lessons help you model how to mark and score errors in 
Oral Reading. In later lessons, the slides allow you to display answers for the Spelling and 
Guideword Charts, Word Sorts, and Detective Work activities. 
 
Revealing Answers 
Phonics Blitz Online allows you to reveal the answers to various activities one at a time. For 
instance, in Word Sort activities, you will want to give students time to complete the sort on their 
own before revealing the answers. For this reason, the answers remain hidden until you reveal 
them. You can reveal the answers to the Slides activities one at time (for modeling and working 
along with students) or all at once (so students can check their work).  

 
 One at a time: Click on any gray box to reveal just the answer underneath. 
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 Re-cover: Click any uncovered answer to cover it with a gray box again. 

 
 
 Reveal All: Click the “Reveal All” button to reveal all answers at once. 

 

 
 
 Hide All: Click the “Hide All” button to re-cover all the answers with gray boxes. 

 

 
 

Navigating through the Slides 
Click the “Back” and “Next” buttons to navigate through multiple slides in one lesson. 
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Annotation Tools 
Annotation tools to the left of the Slides allow you to draw directly on the slides. This allows you 
to call attention to certain words or parts of words. You can also underline the specific 
graphemes in the words in Detective Work Slides. 
 

     
 
 
 
 
CONTACT US 
 
If you have any questions about the functionality of Phonics Blitz Online, feel free to email 
info@reallygreatreading.com.  


