Really Great Reading for English Language Learners
Really Great Reading’s Phonics Suite
contains three research-based programs
for emerging and beginning readers:
Countdown (Kindergarten), Blast
Foundations (Grade 1), and HD Word
(Grades 2-12). The Phonics Suite also
contains two programs specifically designed
for older readers: Phonics Boost (Grades
3-12) and Phonics Blitz (Grades 4-12) are
for students that require a slower teaching
pace and more targeted practice with both
phonemic awareness and phonics concept
tasks. HD Word is also appropriate for older
students who need to quickly fill in gaps in
their decoding skills.
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Research supports this approach; Nelson, Vadasy, and
Sanders (2011) found that combining decoding and
vocabulary instruction was “effective for increasing word
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